feedback circuit] to detect power suppliedyto the electrical load and to control one or 

more additional voltage regulators; anc 

a secondary voltage regulator coupled to the electrical load, to the power supply 
[circuit], and to [the feedback circuit of] the first voltage regulator, the secondary voltage 

regulator to provide a second amount of powe r, the secondary voltage regulator 
generating a signal to indicye when power is supplied by the secondary voltage regulator . 

2. (Amended) The circuit [arrangement] of claim 1, wherein the secondary 
voltage regulator further comprises circuitry [a second feedback circuit] to control one or 
more additional voltage regulators. 



3. (Amended) The circuit [arrangement] of claim 2 further comprising a 
tertiary voltage regulator coupled to the/power ^pWm, to the electrical load, and to the 
[second feedback circuit] secondary voltage regulator , the tertiary voltage regulator 



[supplying] to supp ly a third amoun 



of power. 



4. (Amended) The circuity! arrangement] ofplartifl further comprising a 
tertiary voltage regulator coupled to theypower supply, to the electrical load, and to the 
[feedback circuit] primary voltage regulator , the tertiary voltage regulator [supplying] to 
supply a third amount of power. 
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5. (Amended) A [computer] system comprising: 

a processor module having a pressor and a primary voltage regulator coupled to 
supply a first amount of power to th£ processor, the primary voltage regulator also 
[having a feedback circuit for deleting voltage] to detect power supplied to the processor 
by at least one additional volfage regulator and for controlling at least one additional 
voltage regulator [regulators]; and 

a system boara coupled to the processor module having a secondary voltage 
regulator coupled-lo supply a second amount of power to the processor, the secondary 
voltage regulator coupled to and controlled by the [feedback circuit] primary voltage 
regulator y 



6. (Amended) The [computer] system oyclaim 5 further comprising a signal 
communicated from the secondary voltage regulator/to the primary voltage regulator to 
indicate when the secondary voltage regulatoriTsupfJfying power [to the processor]. 



7. (Amended) The [computer] system of claim 5, further comprising a 



docking station configured to receive a 



mobile computer, the docking station having a 



tertiary voltage regulator coupled to supply [the processor with] a thjrd^amount of power 
when the docking station has received the]HK)bile computgpffhe voltage regulator coupled 
to and controlled by the [feedback circuit^ primary voltage regulator . 
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8. (Amended) The [computer] system of [claims] claim 7, wherein the 

docking station further comprises an active thermal di^ipation device thermally coupled 
to the tertiary voltage regulator. 



\ 



9. (Amended) The [ccrafputer] systei^of claim 8 further comprising a 
[second] signal from the tertiary voltage regulator to the primary voltage regulator to 
indicate when the tertiary voltage regulator is supplying power. [to the processor]. 



10. (Amended) The [computer] system of claim 5, wherein the secondary 
voltage regulator is enabled in impulse [with] width modulated manner [by the feedback 
circuit]. 



^ 11- (Amended) A method for supplying power comprising: 

supplying power via a first voltage regulator to an electrical load; 
detecting whether a secondary ^oltage regulator is coupled to supply power to the 
electrical load; 

supplying power to the electrical load with the secondary voltage regulator, if 
present [and if necessary], the second voltage regulator controlled by [a feedback circuit 
in] the primary voltage regulator. 



&6*\ i, 



(Amended) AnApparatus for supplying power comprising: 
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means for supplying power via a first voltage regulator to an electrical load; 

means for detecting whether a secondary voltage regulator is coupled to supply 
power to the electrical load; / 

means for supplying power to the electrical load with the secondary voltage 
regulator, if present [and if necessary], the second voltage regulator controlled by [a 

feedback circuit in] the primary voltage regulator. 

REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully request consideration of the present U.S. Patent 
application as amended herein. Claims 1-11 and 15 have been amended. No claims have 
been added or canceled. Thus claims 1-18 remain pending. The Examiner is respectfully 
requested to contact the undersigned by telephone if it is believed that such contact would 
further the examination of the present application. Please charge any shortages and credit 
any overcharges to our Deposit Account number 02-2666. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BLAKELY, SOKOLOFF, TAYLOR & ZAFMAN, LLP 



Date: 




Reg. No. 42,879 

12400 Wilshire Boulevard 
Seventh Floor 

Los Angeles, CA 90025-1026 
(503) 684-6200 



Application No. 09/275,273 
Atty. Docket No. 042390.P5368 



Preliminary Amendment 
Art Unit 2787 



